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RIN ) HERE was an ancient fe& of 
eearuk, philofophers, the difciples of Py- 

Ors thagoras, who held, that the fouls 

© of men, and all other animals ex- 

ifted in a ftate of perpetual tranfmi- 

gration; and that when by death 

they were diflodged from one corporeal habitation, they 
were immediately reinftated in another, happier or more 
miferable, according to their behaviour in the former: 
fo that when any perfon made his exit from the ftage 
of this world, he was fuppofed only to retire behind the 
fcenes to be new dreffed, and to have had a new part 
affigned him, more or lefs agreeable, in proportion to 
the merit of his performance in the laft. 
eid ‘THis 
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Tuis dc@rine of tranfmigration, I muft-own, was 
always a very favourite tenet of mine, and always ap- 
peared to me one of the moft rational gueffes of the hu- 
man mind into a future ftate. I fhall here therefore 
endeavour to fhew the great probability of it’s truth 
from the following confiderations, Firft from it's 
juftice, fecondly from it’s utility, and laftly from the 
difficulties we lie under to-account for the fufferings of 
many innocent creatures without it. | 

First then, the juftice of this fyftem exceeds that 
of all others ; becaufe, by it the great law of retaliation 
may be more ftri¢tly adhered to: for by means of this 
-metamorphofis, men may fuffer in one life the #ery 
fame injuries which they have inflicted in another ; and 
that too in the very fame perfons, by a change only of 
fituation. Thus, for inftance, the cruel tyrant who in one 
life has fported with the miferies of his flaves, may in 
the next feel all the miferies of flavery under a matter 
as unmerciful as himfelf. The relentlefs and unjuft 
‘judge may be imprifoned, condemned and hanged in 
his turn. Divines may be compélled by firé and faggot 
to believe the creeds and articles they have compofed 
for the edification of others ; and foldiers may be plun- 
dered and ravifhed, in the perfons of defencelefs pea- 
fants, and innocent virgins. The lawyer reviving in 
the character of a client, may be tormented with delay, 
expence, uncertainty and difappointment; and the phy- 
fician, who in one life has taken exorbitant fees, may 
be obliged to take phyfic in another. All thofe who 
under the honourable denomination of {portfmen have 
entertained themfelves with the miferies and deftruction 
of innocent animals, may be terrified and murthered in 
the fhapes of hares, partridges and woodcocks ; and all 
| thofe 
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thofe who under the more illuftrious title of heroes have 
delighted in the devaftation of their own fpecies, may 
be maffacred by each other in the forms of invincible 
game cocks, and pertinacious bull-dogs. As for ftatef- 
men, minifters, and all great men devoted to great bu- 
finefs, they, however guilty, cannot be more properly, 
nor more feverely punifhed, than by being obliged to 
reaflume their former characters, and to live the very 
fame lives over again. 

In the next place, the utility of this fyftem is equal 
to it’s juftice, and happily coincides with it: for by 
means of this tranfmigration, all the neceflary incon- 
veniences, and all the burthenfome offices of life being 
impofed on thofe only, who by their mifbehaviour in 
a former ftate have deferved them, become at once juft 
punifhments to Them, and at the fame time benefits to 
fociety ; and fo all thofe, who have injured the public in 
one life by their vices, are obliged in another to make 
reparation by their fufferings. ‘Thus the tyrant, who by 
his power has oppreffed his country in the fituation of a 


prince, in that of a flave may be compelled to do it fome 


fervice by his labour. ‘The highwayman who has ftoped 
and plundered travellers, may expedite and affift them 
in the fhape of a poft-horfe. ‘The metaphorical buck, 
who has terrified fober citizens by his exploits, converted 
into areal one, may make them fome compenfation by 
his haunches ; and mighty conquerors, who have laid 
wafte the world by their f{words, may be obliged, by a 
{mall alteration in fex and fituation, to contribute to it’s 
repeopling, by the qualms of breeding, and the pains 
of child-birth. 
For my own part, I verily believe this to be the cafe. 
I make no doubt but that Louis the fourteenth is now 
chained 
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«chained to-an-oar in the galleys of France, and that 
Hernando Cortez is digging gold in the mines of Peru or 
Mexico. That Turpin the highwayman, is feveral 
times a day fpurred backwards and forwards between 
London and Epping; and that lord ** * and fir Har- 
ry ** * * are now actually roafting for a city feaft. I 
‘queftion not but that Alexander the great, and Julius 
Czefar have died many times in child-bed fince their ap- 
pearance in thofe illuftrious and depopulating characters ; 
that Charles the twelfth is at this inftant a curates wife 
in fome remote village, with a numerous and increaf- 
ing family 3 and that Kouli Khan is now whipped from 
parith to parifh, in the perfon of a big-bellied beggar- 
‘woman, with two children in her arms, and three at 
her back. 

LasTxy the probability of this fyftem appears from 
the difficulty of accounting for the fufferings of many 
innocent creatures without it: for if we look round us, 
we cannot but obferve.a great.and wretched variety of 
this kind; numberlefs animals fubjeéted, by their own 
natures, ‘to many miferies, and by our cruelties to many 
more ; incapable of crimes, and confequently incapable 
jof deferving them ; called into being, as far as we can 
, 'difcover, only to be mferalite for the Nepi diverfion 
poftibility of preventing, deferving, or meting recom- 
pence for their unhappy lot, if their whole exiftence is 
comprehended in the narrow and wretched circle of 
their prefent life. But the theory here inculcated, re- 
moves all thefe difficulties, and reconciles thefe feeming- 
ly unjuft difpenfations with the ftri@eft juftice: it in- 
forms us, that thefe their fufferings may be by no means 


undeferved, but the. juft punifhments of their former 
mifbehaviour 
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mifbehaviour ina ftate, where, by means of their very 
vices, they may have efcaped them. It teaches us that 
‘the purfued and perfecuted fox was once probably fome 
‘crafty and rapacious minifter, who had purchafed by his 
‘ill-acquired wealth that fafety, which he cannot now 
‘procure ‘by his flight: that the bull, baited with all the 
-cruelties that human ingenuity, or human malevolence 
can invent, was once fome relentlefs tyrant, who had 
infii@ed all the tortures which he now endures: that 
‘the poor bird, blinded, imprifoned, and at laft ftarved 
‘to death in a cage, may have been fome unforgiving 
creditor; and the widowed turtle, pining away life for 
the lofs of her mate, fome fafhionable wife, rejoicing a at 
the death of her hufband, which her own ee had 
occafioned. 

Never can the delicious repaft of roafted lopfters, ex- 
cite my appetite, whilft the ideas of the tortures in 
which thofe innocent creatures have expired, prefent 
themfelves to my imagination, But when I confider 
that they muft have once probably been Spaniards 
at Mexico, or Dutchmen at Amboyna, I fall to, both 
with a goed. ftomach and a good confcience, and pleafe 
myfelf with the thoughts, that lam: thus offering up a 
facrifice acceptable to the manes of many millions of 
maffacred Indians. Never canIrepofe myfelf with fa- 
tisfaCtion in a poft-chaife, whilft I look upon the ftarved, 
foundered, ulcerated, and excoriated animals, who draw 
it, as mere horfes, condemned to fuch exquifite and un- 
merited torments for my convenience; but when I re- 
fle&, that they once muft undoubtedly have exifted in 
the characters of turnkeys of Newgate, or fathers of the 
holy inquifition, I gallop on with as much eafe, as ex- 
pedition ; and am perfectly fatisfied, that in purfuing my 
journey, I am but the executioner of the ftricteft juftice. 
] 
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I very. well know that thefe fentiments will be treat- 
ed as ludicrous by many of my readers, and looked up- 
on only as the productions of an exuberant imagination ; 
but I know likewife, that this is owing to ill-grounded 
pride, and falfe notions.of the dignity. of human nature : 
for they are in themfelves jut and ferious, and carry 
with them the ftrongeft probability of their truth: fo 
ftrong is it, that I cannot but hope it will, haye fome 
good effect on the conduét of thofe polite people, who 
are too fagacious, learned and couragious to be kept in 
awe by the threats of hell and damnation: and I ex- 
hort eyery fine lady to confider how wretched will be 
her condition, if after twenty er thirty years {pent at 
cards, in elegant rooms, -kept warm by good fires and 
foft carpets, the fhould at laft be obliged to change 
places with one of her ccach-horfes; and every fine 
gentleman to reflect how much. more wretched would 
be his, if after wafting his eftate, his health and his 
life in extravagance, indolence, and luxury, he. fhould - 
again re revive in the fituation of « one of his creditors, 
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